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INTRODUCTION.

LLJHE Difnar ov Antiphonarium of “the Coptic Church contains two hymms for
each day of the year, one of these is in the mode ““ Adam ” and is to be used
when that day falls on Sunday. Monday, or Tuesday, the other is in the mode
“Batos’ and is for use when the day falls on any one of the four other days of the
week. In the following list of contents the “Adam ™ hymn is marked (A), the
“ Batos ” hymn (B) when the subjects or saints commemorated differ, which happens
in a minority of cases, elsewhere the two hymns have the same subject. It is strange
to note that some, apparently important, commemorations are made only when the
day falls in the earlier or latter part of the week: e.g., Bashons 8. The Ascension
of Christ is commemorated only if that day falls on Wednesday—Saturday. In
hymns in the mode “Adam ™ the text is sometimes broken by the rubric, .

Ax

A Lx's .. “From this point the hymn.is said before the eikon of ... 7"
J -
a rubric which does not occur in hymns of the tone * Batos.” _

Copies. of the Difnar usually cover two, three or four months so that three,
four, or six are needed for the year. In the Vatican Library, Bohairic section of
the Coptic manuscripts, part of the collection formed by Cardinal Borgia which
passed to the Propaganda and then to the Vatican, there are six codices of portions
of the Difnar, these are :— o » 7

53 (J-IV-3) Difnar in three parts (1) Bashans, Baounah : (2) Abib, Mesri, Nasi :
' (3) Tot, Babeh. (From Tuki’s collection). :
54 (J-IV-4) Difnar for Baounah, Abib, Mesre, Nasi. Dated A.M. 1477 = A.D.
1760, in Tuki’s handwriting, copied from a manuscript of A.M. 1457 which
was a copy of one of A.M. 1103.

39 (J-IV-9) Difnar for Tubeh, Amshir, Barmahat, Barmoudah. Dated A.M.

1453 — A.D. 1736. .
60 (J-IV-10) Difnar for Tot, Babeh, Hator, Khoiak. Dated A.M. 1455 =
A.D. 1738. :

104 (J-V-14) Difnar for Mesre, Nasi. Dated A.M. 1475 — A.D. 1758.

106 (J-VII-1) Difnar for Barmahat, Barmoudah. Raphael Tuki bishop of Arsinoe
and alumnus of the Propaganda was the one who collected the manuscripts
which formed the basis of Card. Borgia’s Coptic collection.

The following table shows the way in which the Vatican MSS. cover the

Coptic Difnar.

Month. Vatican, Copt. fonds Borgia.

Tot -

Babeh } 93 (3) 60

Hator ,

Khoiak
Tubi |
Amshir L 59
Barmahat | 7
Barmudeh )
Bashans |
Baounah )

Abib
Mesre }

_Nasi

06 (3)
106 (1)
53 (1) 54

24
(24
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The MSS. numbered 53, 106, contain several codices Whichr}hlﬁf‘ive been bound togetiler,
as 83 (1), 53 (2), 53 (3) above: these are not all necessarily of the same date.

The present volume contains the portion of the Difnar for the last four months,
Bashans, Baounah, Abib, and Mesre, together with the five (or six) intercalary dz;ys
which are covered by the heading Nasi. Together with the previous volumes pub-
lished in 1926, and 1928, it completes the whole course of the year.

The text following is taken from 53 (2). In form this differs from the normal
type of Coptic service books in that the Coptic and Arabic are not written side by
side, but each Coptic hymn is followed by its Arabic version, and when the rubric
(ls's .« (from above) etc.) occurs, the translation of the first portion up to this
rubric’is given, the translation of the second portion following the end of the hymn.

On the 21st day of each month the “Adam’ hymn is a commemoration of
the B. V. Mary. Most of the saints commemorated are those given in the Synaxarium,
but not invariably so: it is curious that the popular St. Colluthus does not appear
on his festal day, 25 Bashons, but is replaced by the less known Hiruda. The
Synaxarium itself is a mediaeval compilation giving under each day a brief summary
of the lives of the saints commemorated, in most cases abridged from the various
lives in circulation which usually take the form of homilies to be read on the saint’s
festival, a literature of which considerable remains survive. The Synaxarium, as
known to us, is an Arabic production, but there are, perhaps, some relics of a Coptic
text (cf. possible portion for 21 Tubeh published in Proc. Soc. Bibl. Arch. 1888.181).
The Difnar shows clear signs of being based on the Arabic text of the Synaxarium,
many of the proper names being transliterations of the Arabic form, not the proper
Coptic. :

In an appendix I have added some fragmentary hymns now in the Bristo
Museum and Art Gallery. These comprise 14 leaves which prove to be portions of
six hymns. The fragments are preserved in an envelope bearing the endorsement :
* Fragments of Liturgical Coptic MSS. given me by one of the Coptic monks at the
Red Monastery (Dayr Amba Bishoi) near Soohag March 3, 1886.”” The writing is
that of the late Canon Liddon, and his family presented the fragments to Bristol
Museum and Art Gallery in 1925.

I desire to express my very sincere thanks to Mgr. Mercati, Prefect of the
Apostolic Library, for permission to use the Difnar text given below ; to the Director
of the Bristol Museum and Art Gallery for permission to use the fragments in the
Appendix ; and aiso to the Bristol Colston Research Society for two grants of £30
each without which the work would not have been possible.

DE LACY OLEARY.
August, 1929,
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CONTENTS.

— 26 April) Nativity of B. V. Mary ..
T heodore, chief disciple of Pakhom, monL in Upper Egypt
Jason, one of the LXX disciples ..
John, patriarch of Alexandria (484-503) ..
The Prophet Jeremiah

(a) Macarius, ascete, priest of Alexandria, contemporary of Macarius
the Great

(b) Isaac of Tiphre,MartyT under Diocletian

Athanasius, patriarch of Alexandria (326-373) .

() John of Senhut, Martyr. Relics gathered by Julius of Kbehs

(b) Ascension of Christ .

The Empress Helena, mother of Constantme .
The three youths in the furnace, Shadrach, Mesech, and Abed-N'ego
(«) Theoclia, wife of Justus (cf. 10 Amshir)

(b) Paphnutius, the bishop, consecrated by Philotheos patr (980—1006)
John Chrysostom, patriarch of Constantinople

Arsenius, tutor to the sons of the Emperor Theodosius, afterwards
ascete in Der Atri Magar, Jebel Misr, and Alexandria

Pakhom, ascete of Upper Egypt founder of the Pakhomian order of
monks .. .. .

Simon Zelotes, the Apostle .. . . . ..
John the Evangelist. (Commemoration of his mmlatn in Asia Minor)
Epiphanius, bishop in Cyprus, teacher of John Chry sostom

George, ascete of Scetis, disciple of Anba Ephraem

Isaac, priest of el-Qolali, ascete

Ammon, ascete of Mount Tounah ..

(a) Monthly commemoration of B. V. Mary

(b) Martianus (Marcian), monk of Caesarea

Andronicus, one of the LXX disciples

Julius, one of the LXX disciples

Christ came to Egypt

Hiroude (not in S Jna.zr.m'.-um)

Thomas the Apostle, Didymus

(a) John, patriarch of Alexandria (307-517)

(b) Lazarus, brother of Martha and Mary

Bringing of the hody of Epiphaniusz to Cy prua (cf. day 17)
Simeon Stylites, of Antioch

(a) Michael, patriarch of Ale\andna (109 )-—110’)

(b) Cyrus, one of the LXX.

Page
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3b
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6b
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8a
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11 a
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12 a
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Baounah.
1. (= May 26). Dedication of the church of St. Leontius the Syrian at
Tupoh in Syria .
2.  Finding of the body of John Baptlst in tnne of Theophﬂus the pa,trlarch
3. (a) Martha, the ascete of Egypt
(b) Allatius (Hilarius ?), bishop and martyr under Juhan (?)
4. Sinousi, martyr of Balkim (E¢k. Sanusi: ? Sisinnus temp. Diocletian)
5. James, the Oriental (Svuan), opponent of the Arians in days of Con-
stantius . . .
6. Theodore, of Alexandria, ascete and maltyr, opposed George the Anan,
when Constantius sent him to Alexandria as patriarch .o
7. Apa Shiron of Qalin (= Ischynon ), martyr one of the soldiers of
Arius of Antinoe . .- ..
8.  Dedication of the church of B Virgin at Mahammah
9. (a) Samuel, the prophet .. .-
(b) Lucianus Lokulianos and four others, martyrs under Aurelian
10.  (e) Pamon (Dabamoun), Pistemon, and their mother Sophia, martyrs
(b) Constantine closed pagan temples and began to found churches ..
11.  Claudius, Martyr under Arius, governor of Antinoe
12, Michael, the Archangel
13.  Gabriel, the Archangel . : ..
14.  Apa Kir (Cyrus), of Damanhur, in the dlocese of Bou31r, and his
brother Iohn martyrs. Relics preserved at Sa
15.  Consecration of the church of S. Mena at Mariut
16.  Ounoufar (Abu Nofer) ascete, of Upper Egypt
17.  Latson, of el-Behnasa, ascete in Scetis, disciple of Isidore
18.  (Omitted).
19. (@) George, the “new  martyr .
(b) Bishoi Anoub, martyr, soldier of Cvpuan of Atrib, suffered at Antmoe
20.  Elisha, the prophet . ..

21.  Monthly commemoration of the B. V. Mary .
22.  Dedication of church to Cosmas, Damianos, Leontius, and their mothel,
Theodote . :

23.  Apa Noub, ascete of U pper Fcrypt malqr under D]ocletlan
24.  Abba Moses, the Black, ascete, disciple of Macarius
25.  (a) Judas, one of the LXX. ..
(b) Peter, patriarch of Alexandria (567-569)
26.  Dedication of the Church of Gabriel, the Archangel ..
27 () Anianus (Ananias) one of the LXX. disciples, bishop of Damascus
(b) Thomas, of Pscentalet, martyr, under Arius of Antinoe
28.  Theodosius, patriarch of Alexandria (365-567)
29.  (a) The seven ascete martyrs of Mount Tounah
(L) Apa Hor, Pshai, and their mother Didor, martyrs ..
30.  Birth of John Baptist
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Additional hymn in honour of patriarchs
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Abib.
1.
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11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.
24.

28.
29.

30.
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— June 25). (a) Febronia, ascete, martyr, under Diocletian
(b) Bioukha and Benamon, priests of Touna, near Tanda
Thaddaeus, the Apostle ..
Cyril, patriarch of Alexandria (412-444) ..

Abu Kir (Cyrus) and John, translation of their refics. (Cf.2 Amshir). .’

Peter and Paul, Apostles .. .

(a) Olympias (Aoulimas) one of the LXX disciples, friend of Paul
(b) Theodosia, mother of St. Proconius, and her-companions, martyrs
(cf. 14 Abib, below) .. .

Shenouti, ascete, monastic reformer, author of many homilies read in
the Coptic church

Pishoi (Bshiah), ascete, in Der Abu Maqar, contemporary of John the
Dwarf .. .

Simon the Apostle .. .. ..

(@) Theodore, bishop of Pentapolis, martyr under Diocletian

(b) Theodore, bishop of Corinth .. .. ..

Simeon and John, martyrs of Sharmalos, suffered at Alexandria, bpried
at Sammanud .. ' ..

Abu Hor, of Syriacus, martyr at Antinoe

Pisentius, bishop of Quft, (Coptos), noted ascete

Proconius, appointed governor of Alexandria, by Diocletian, martyr. .

Ephraem Syrus , .. .. .. ..

John, the owner of the ““ golden gospel,” i.e., gospels bound in gold,
ascete .- .-

Euphomia (Euphemia), martyr under Diocletian

James, called the brother of Christ, bishop of Jerusalem

_ Batlan, Persian physician and martyr

Theodore the General, martyr ..

(a) Monthly memorial of the B. V. Mary ..

(b) Sousennios, the eunuch, tutor of the Emperor Theodosius

(a) Macarius, martyr, son of Basilides (cf. Tot 11)

(b) Leontius, martyr of Tripoli (cf. Baounah 1)

Longinus, who pierced the body of Christ with a spear ..

(a) Apa Naub, martyr, of Nahissa in Lower Egypt, suffered under
Armenius, buried at Sammanud. Passion by Julius of Khebs ..

(b) Simeon, patriarch of Alexandria (689-702)

Consecration of the church of St. Mercurius

Joseph, spouse of the B. V. Mary S .. .-

(«) Apa Mon of Ternout (Mariout), martyr at Alexandria with Theo-
philus and others under Arianus .- .

(b) Consecration of church to Abu Bifam (Piphamon) .

Mary Magdalene .. .. .

(a) Translation of body of Thaddaeus, the Apostle .. ..

(b) Ouarshanouphios (Barsenufius), martyr at Sa with two of his
brothers .. .. .- .. ..

Mercurius and Ephraem, martyrs of Akhmim during the Arian per-
secution .. .
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(= 25 July). Apoli, son “of JUbtUS, martyr buried in convent of
Khandaq, near Cairo -
Peesa (Basyah—Athanasia), of \{[anu.f aw oman of loose life, pemtent
and ascete e
Simeon Stylites, ascete of Syrla C
Consecration of church of S. Antony the Great
John the soldier, martyr under Julian
Julietta, of Caesarea, in Cappadocia, martyr
(a) Joachim, father of B. V. Mary ‘
(b) 0011fes>10n of faith by Peter the Apostle (Mt. 16. 16')
The Seven Martyrs of the Maccabees ..

Khebs

Pihebs (Hebs) or John (Synaxarium) of Ashmun Tanah and ninety-
five companions, martyrs

Apa Moses, bishop of Awsim, contempoxary of Auba I\ha) i, patnmcn
of Alexandria . .. ..

Constantine the Christian Emperor

Tmnsﬁgulatlon of Christ

Miracle in Alexandria, by Theophilus, uncle of St. Cyul

Marina, who dressed as a man and lived as a monk

Assumption of the B. V. Mary .. .. ..

James, of as-Secir (Mongoug), martyr, with Abraham and Jchn

Alexander, patriarch of Constantmople

Translation of body of St. Macarius

The Seven Sle¢pers of Ephesus

{a) Monthly memorial of B. V. Mary

(b) Irene, martyr under Sapor

Michah the plophet

Thirty thousand martyrs of Alexandria unde1 Emperor Lﬂ o(s....)

Anba Thomas, b1shop of Marcash ..
(This hymn has “‘Adam’ only, no “ Batos given for the day).

Pisorion (Besarion), disciple of St. Antony, ascete

Moses and Sara his sister, martyrs under Severianus ..

Apa Namon (Benjamin, Poimen ?) and his sister Eudoxia, martyrs
(Synaxarivm puts this commemoration on next day) '

The patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and .Jacob

Athanasius, bishop and martyr, and his two servants Gelaqmm Al]d
Theodotus, martyrs under Valerian .

Malachai the prophet

(n) Eutychius, one of the LXX disciples ..

(b) Pshoi (Abshai), brother of Apa Hor

Titus, disciple of St. Paul

Raphael the Archangel

P’oimen the hermit .. ..

Parsoma (Barsuma), ascete, who dwelt in crvpt of S. Mercurius, driven
out by Muslim governor, went to Der Sheliran, died A.D. 1033

Page
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38Db
39 a
39b
40 a
40D
40 Db

©40Db
Ari, priest of Shenuf, martyr under Diocletian, buried by ]uhus of
41 a

41b

42 a
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42 b
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43 b
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APPENDIX.

Hymn to St. John Baptist .. .-
Hymn to St. John Baptist .. .-
Hymn to Gabriel .. .- .- .-

Hymn to various saints

Hymn to various saints .. .. ..

Hymn to various saints
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