A Hymn of Praise to The Archdeacon
Stephen the First Martyr

1. 1 open my mouth with the praise of God
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

And praise the first martyr
Stephen the archdeacon
2. According to the divine economy
The holy Lord chose
Seven men of pious lives
Stephen the archdeacon
3. Upon the laying on of hands
The Holy Spirit descended
And directed them to their leader
Stephen the archdeacon
4. Stable in the faith and the grace
A lover of the salvation of souls
Filled with the spirit of wisdom
Stephen the archdeacon

5. He declared with his eloquent tongue

And his speech from the scriptures
That faith in Christ is the true one
Stephen the archdeacon
6. The Jews spoke words to him
From the books and the law
With his wisdom he confounded them
Stephen the archdeacon
7. He spoke to them from scriptures
About what IS written therein
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2 The feasts of the archdeacon Stephen the first martyr:
1. His martyrdom: the 1* of Tobi.
2. The transfer of his relics: the 15" of Thout.
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And guided them to the truth
Stephen the archdeacon
8. They interpolated and said
He transgressed the law
But they could not prevail
Stephen the archdeacon
Q. That martyr said firmly
Christ is the Life-giver of souls
And  performed signs and  wonders
Stephen the archdeacon
10. They  plotted to destroy him
And all looked to him
They saw like an angel's face
Stephen the archdeacon
11. He went on explaining
The books of the Holy  God
Confounded the Jews with his speech
Stephen the archdeacon
12.  The stubborn Jews heard him
Talking about the law to them

They became wroth and arrested the martyr
Stephen the archdeacon

13. When they Ilaid hands on him
He was praising the Holy One
Raising his eyes towards heaven
Stephen the archdeacon

14.  The  martyr cried out loud
Behold | see the throne of the Holy
Christ is sitting on the right hand of His Father
Stephen the archdeacon
15. They stoned him with  rocks
Meanwhile he sang "Holy"
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And grew in might and enlightenment

Stephen the archdeacon
16. He asked of the Divine power
Saying @) Holy Lord
Do not charge them with this sin
Stephen the archdeacon
17. His great love was manifested
When he imitated the Holy One
He forgave his enemies  willingly
Stephen the archdeacon
18. Upon  him the stones  fell

When he gave up his spirit
The angels rejoiced and said
Stephen the archdeacon

19. He conquered the arrogant enemies

God gave him a special crown
And the Jews remained  stubborn
Stephen the archdeacon
20. The  heavenly  hosts  rejoiced
Proclaimed saying "worthy"
Worthy of eternal life
Stephen the archdeacon
21, The pious men rose
And carried Stephen's body
With lamentation and resentment
Stephen the archdeacon
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22. He completed his glorious strife
And won the joy of paradise
The church calls him the protomartyr
Stephen the archdeacon

23. He put on the garment of virtue
And served the Holy Lord

In  the church of the first born
Stephen the archdeacon
24. How  sweet is your name
As a crown on the head
Entreat God for us
Stephen the archdeacon
25. We entreat thee O  Almighty
Who chose this martyr
Do not deprive us of victory
Stephen the archdeacon

26. Grant us repentance and forgiveness
And the joy of paradise
Through the prayers of the martyr of faith

Stephen the archdeacon
27. Do not forget our Patriarch
And the deacons and the priests
Confirm the  congregation in the faith
The archdeacon
28. O Lord Forgive  our  sins
And bestow upon us thy Kkingdom

Through the prayers of your faithful servant
Stephen the archdeacon
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