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A Hymn of Praise to The Archdeacon 

Stephen the First Martyr 
2
 

 أناااااا  أىااااااا  ى اااااا     اااااال ه. 1

 الآب والا ااااار وااااااا و  اا ااااال 

 وأمااااااااااااااااال  أو  اا ااااااااااااااااا لا 

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

1. I open my mouth with the praise of God 

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

And praise the first martyr 

Stephen the archdeacon  

  ااااااااال ش  االه ةااااااااس ا ا شااااااااس. 2

 اخاااااااااااا ر ااااااااااااا ب اا ااااااااااالو 

  اااااااللس ررااااااا    تاااااااش     شاااااااس

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

2. According to the divine economy 

The holy Lord chose 

Seven men of pious lives 

Stephen the archdeacon 

  ااااااال و ااااااا  ااشااااااال   اااااااش ل. 3

 ى اااااه   اااااش ل   و ااااا  اا ااااالو 

 وأرشااااااااااال ل  ااااااااااا   رئاااااااااااشم

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

3. Upon the laying on of hands  

The Holy Spirit descended  

And directed them to their leader 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ث  اااا  ىاااا  ا ة اااا   وااهل ااااس. 4

 ب اخااااااااا   ااه ااااااااا  م ااااااااا

 م  ااااا   مااااار ااااااا و  واا   اااااس

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

4. Stable in the faith and the grace 

A lover of the salvation of souls 

Filled with the spirit of wisdom 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 

 راااااااا      تاااااااا ن  اا  ااااااااش . 5

 وكااااا   ك مااااا  مااااار ااه ااااا  

   اا ا ش أ  ا ة      ا تاش   ا

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

5. He declared with his eloquent tongue 

And his speech from the scriptures 

That faith in Christ is the true one 

Stephen the archdeacon 

  اااااا ورو ااش اااااا   و اااااا ور ل. 6

 مااااااااااار اا ااااااااااااب وااهااااااااااا م  

 و    ااااااااااااا   اااااااااااال اى   اااااااااااال

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  
 

6. The Jews spoke words to him 

From the books and the law 

With his wisdom he confounded them 

Stephen the archdeacon 
 

 خاااااااااا عل ل ماااااااااار االاش ااااااااااس. 7

  ااااااااااار مااااااااااا    مه ااااااااااا  

7. He spoke to them from scriptures 

About what is written therein 
                                                           

1
 :ا ش   اا لةم اا  شل ا اش  ن   رئشم اا   متس و او  اا  لا   

 .ع  س 1 :ا ا    و .1

 .  ت 15: ن ه رتلو .2
2
 The feasts of the archdeacon Stephen the first martyr: 

1. His martyrdom: the 1
st
 of Tobi. 

2. The transfer of his relics: the 15
th

 of Thout. 



 وأرشاااااااااال ل ةااااااااااا  اا  ش ااااااااااس

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

And guided them to the truth 

Stephen the archdeacon 

   اااا ا اا اااا ق   شاااا  و اااا ا ا. 8

 أناااااااا   اااااااال خاااااااا ا  ااهاااااااا م  

 ى اااااااال ة اااااااالروا وااااااااال ةهااااااااا ا ا

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

8. They interpolated and said 

He transgressed the law 

But they could not prevail 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ذاااااااي اا اااااا شل  اااااا     لاااااا ت. 9

 أ  اا تااااااااش   شاااااااا  ااه اااااااا  

 وصااااااااااه     ئااااااااااب و ةاااااااااا ت

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

9. That martyr said firmly 

Christ is the Life-giver of souls 

And performed signs and wonders 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ر لاااا ا ااااا   اااالا ش  اا اااا  . 11

   اا  اااااا  ونظاااااا  ةاشاااااا  ر شاااااا

 ىاااااا أوا ور اااااا  ك راااااا  ماااااا  

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

10. They plotted to destroy him 

And all looked to him 

They saw like an angel's face 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 زا  ىااا  اا ااا   وااا  اااش . 11

  ااااااااار اا اااااااااا ب ه اا ااااااااالو 

 وأى ااال ااش ااا      مااا  اا ااا ة 

 اش  ن  رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااا

 

11. He went on explaining 

The books of the Holy God 

Confounded the Jews with his speech 

Stephen the archdeacon 

  ااا ل  شااالب ااش ااا   االهشااال. 12

 و اااااا  ة    اااااال ماااااار ااهاااااا م  

 ىغضااال ا و لضااا ا   ااا  اا ااا شل

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

12. The stubborn Jews heard him 

Talking about the law to them 

They became wroth and arrested the martyr 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 و هااااااالم   لضااااااا ا   شااااااا . 13

 و اااااااااااا  ةتاااااااااااال  اا اااااااااااالو 

 راىااااااا  ةاااااااا  ااتااااااا     شهشااااااا 

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

13. When they laid hands on him 

He was praising the Holy One 

Raising his eyes towards heaven 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 صاااا ش اا اااا شل   ااااه  ىشاااا . 14

  اااا  أناااا  أنظاااا   اااا   اا اااالو 

 واا تااش  رااا ام  ااار ة اااشر أ شااا 

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  
 

14. The martyr cried out loud 

Behold I see the throne of the Holy 

Christ is sitting on the right hand of His Father 

Stephen the archdeacon 
 

  اااا   و رر اااا ر   ا  اااا ر . 15

 و ااااااا  ة  اااااااه  ااااااا ئ ر  ااااااالو 

15. They stoned him with rocks 

Meanwhile he sang "Holy" 



 واز ا   اااااااااااااااا   وا اااااااااااااااااه ر 

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

And grew in might and enlightenment 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ع ااااب ماااار االاااا   ا ا شااااس. 16

 و اااااا   أة اااااا  اااااااا ب اا اااااالو 

 لا   اااااااال ا اااااااال  اااااااا و ااخ شااااااااس

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

16. He asked of the Divine power 

Saying O Holy Lord 

Do not charge them with this sin 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ظ اااااااا ت  ظاااااااال م لااااااااا . 17

  ااااااااااااشر   اااااااااااال    ا اااااااااااالو 

 را  اااااااااا ىتاااااااااا م  أ اااااااااالا و   

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

17. His great love was manifested 

When he imitated the Holy One 

He forgave his enemies willingly 

Stephen the archdeacon 

   شااا  اا  ااا ر   ااال ان  اااا . 18

  ااااااشر أ اااااا ل رو اااااا  ا  اااااالو 

 ى   ااااااااا  اا  ئ اااااااااس و  اااااااااا 

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

18. Upon him the stones fell 

When he gave up his spirit 

The angels rejoiced and said 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 غ ااااب اء اااالا  اا  اااا   ةر. 19

 ى   ااا و ا اااا  ةك شاااه مخ ااا  

 وااش اااااااا   لا زاااااااااا ا مل ناااااااالةر

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

19. He conquered the arrogant enemies 

God gave him a special crown 

And the Jews remained stubborn 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ى  ااااا  اءرهااااا   ااتااااا  ئشس. 21

 وصااااااا   ا  ااااااا ئ شر أكتاااااااش  

 متااااااااااا لأ اا شاااااااااا   اء لةااااااااااس

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

20. The heavenly hosts rejoiced 

Proclaimed saying "worthy" 

Worthy of eternal life 

Stephen the archdeacon 

  اااااااا ق اا راااااااا   اء  شاااااااا  . 21

 و   اااااااا ا رتاااااااال ا اااااااااش  ن  

 وصاااااااا رت مه  ااااااااس وا اااااااااش  

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

21. The pious men rose 

And carried Stephen's body 

With lamentation and resentment 

Stephen the archdeacon 



 
اااااااااه ر ااااااااا  و اا  شااااااااال. 22  ك َّ

 و وىااااااااااا ز  هلاااااااااااشل اا ااااااااااا  

 ىل ااااااااا  اا هشتااااااااس أو  شاااااااا شل

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

22. He completed his glorious strife 

And won the joy of paradise 

The church calls him the protomartyr 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 الم ث ب اا ضش س واا   ر. 23

 وخااااااااااالق ااااااااااااا ب اا ااااااااااالو 

 ىااااااا  مااااااا    كهشتاااااااس اء  ااااااا ر

 متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  رئاااااشم اا   

 

23. He put on the garment of virtue 

And served the Holy Lord 

In the church of the first born 

Stephen the archdeacon 

   تاااااش  ا ااااا ي مااااا  أ ااااا و. 24

 ةك شااااه ة  اااا  ىاااا   اااااا  و 

 ى ع ااااااااب  هاااااااا  أماااااااا ق ا ااااااااا 

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

24. How sweet is your name 

As a crown on the head 

Entreat God for us 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 ن  ااااب ةاشااااي ةاااا  ذا اا اااا  . 25

 ةاا  ماار اخااا ت  اا و ماا ر ش و 

 لا    مهاااااااا  اا اااااااا ز وا  لاااااااا  

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

25. We entreat thee O Almighty 

Who chose this martyr 

Do not deprive us of victory 

Stephen the archdeacon 

  اااااب اهااااا     اااااس وغ ااااا ا . 26

 وانلاااااال اهاااااا   هلااااااشل اا اااااا  و 

   اااااااااا   س شااااااااااا شل ا ة ااااااااااا  

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

26. Grant us repentance and forgiveness 

And the joy of paradise 

Through the prayers of the martyr of faith 

Stephen the archdeacon 

  ة    ا ا اا ما  لا  هم   .27

 وكاااااا اي اا   متااااااس واا تاااااا  

 وثلاا  شاالب االشلااس ىاا  ا ة اا  

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

27. Do not forget our Patriarch 

And the deacons and the priests 

Confirm the  congregation in the faith 

The archdeacon 

 ةاااا رب اغ اااا  اهاااا  خ  ة ناااا . 28

  ااااالو وامه هااااا  م    اااااي ةااااا  

   اااااا   س ماااااار خاااااالمي   م نااااااس

 رئاااااشم اا   متاااااس ا ااااااش  ن  

 

28. O Lord Forgive our sins 

And bestow upon us thy kingdom 

Through the prayers of your faithful servant 

Stephen the archdeacon 

 
 

 


